Lavender Everlasting
        As I look out at the snow-covered landscape, it is bleak.  Save the evergreens of Christmas past, only the lavender softens the scene with its green gray foliage.  It is the perfect gift for you, or a special someone in your life.
       The key to everlasting lavender is in its planting.  If you start it yourself, do it early: mid-March for a late May plant out (Note: Lavender Lady is the only variety which blooms the 1st year).   Lightly cover seeds, place in a sunny location at 60-75(, and keep misted.  They will take approximately 21 days to germinate.  When you set out, pick a location which will receive at least 4 hours of sun.  Well-drained alkaline sandy soil (7.1 pH) is its key!  If placing in an established enriched bed, add some sand & gravel.  There’s no need to feed.  In the fall (if you forget, do it in early spring) simply cut back leaving 6-8”, resist mulching, and this fragrant perennial will grace your landscape for years to come!
       Happy planting,  Anne
Dégagé Gardens is a small-scale organic market farm located in Rockaway, NJ which services the local area with: potted seedlings, in the spring; fresh produce, herbs & flowers from spring to early fall; & value-added handcrafted products all year.   Local customers are appreciated for the support, which they give me & other local farmers.  For more details, visit:  www.degagegardens.com.
