Essex County Environmental Center's
Green Gift Fair
offered lots of very green tips
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ROSELAND - The term “going green” might conjure up images of wind turbines or solar panels for some, but for others the concept is as simple as reusing wrapping paper.  At the Essex County Environmental Center’s Green Gift Fair on Saturday, Nov. 21, local vendors and artisans displayed products that were both innovative and eco-friendly.
“As consumers, our purchasing power makes a statement,” said Tara Casella, Environmental Affairs Coordinator at the Environmental Center, in regards to the fair.  “When we use it for products that mirror our beliefs, it really does make a positive impact in our communities and the world.”
Vendors from around the region sold fair trade wares at the event, many of which were made from recycled materials.

Prequel of Jersey City offered an alternative to gift giving that employed an ancient Japanese art in its presentation. Furoshiki are a type of traditional Japanese wrapping cloth that is not only aesthetically pleasing, but can be reused year after year—a novel idea that can save both paper and money. 
Other businesses at the event—among others—were Rustic Soaps of Montclair, who sell handmade soap and body products, and Dégagé Gardens from Rockaway, who sell organic handcrafted sachets, eye pillows, and body wraps. 



While being environmentally conscious is important for the planet, it can also help communities grow.  An inspiring example of how being green is good for the neighborhood is in Glass Roots, a nonprofit based in Newark. 

The group used the gift fair to feature its recycled glass products made by inner city youth, who have used the nonprofit to learn about the art of glass making.  While the organization focuses on using art as a vehicle for social development, it uses both imported glass and reused materials found in the area. 
Glass Roots finds both social and economic value in its use of sustainable products.  “It helps us save money,” says James Blake, a graduate of Boston College and an educator with the organization.  Jalessa Hawthorne, who grew up in Newark and attended Glass Roots’ workshops before becoming part of the staff, beamed.  “It’s awesome,” she says while displaying the crafts made by Glass Roots’ children. 
The Green Gift Fair also highlighted environmental concerns.  Joe Lelinho, president of the Essex County Beekeepers Association, displayed a colony of honeybees at the gift fair. 
Although Lelinho sold honey harvested from his hives at the event, he was also happy to educate.  Over the past few years, honeybee populations around the world have been dying mysteriously, a problem that has serious ramifications for Joe Lelinho and his bees.  He described the depopulation in economic terms. 
“I lost 80 percent of my bees in some colonies last year,” Lelinho described, whose bees are the workers that produce the honey that he sells.  “If a company loses 80 percent of its workers, it is in deep trouble.” 
The Green Gift Fair is an annual event and its aim was to educate and illustrate the importance of supporting local and green businesses.
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